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MIKE TAMBASCO: Today is October 22", I’m Mike Tambasco 
assigned to the World Trade Center Task Force. I’m conducting an interview into the 
events of the morning of September 11" at the World Trade Center. The time that the 
interview begins is 6:35 AM. The interview today is with EMT Peter Constantine of 
Battalion 20. Pete, just give me your name, ranks and assignment, then just tell me your 
story. 

PETER CONSTANTINE: Peter Constantine, EMT, Battalion 20. I usually get 
off at 8 in the morning. That day we had a late call. After the late call, we came back to 
the battalion, when we saw that the Trade Center was hit by a plane. We were assigned 
to go down. As we started heading down the West Side Highway, we saw the second 
plane, we saw both towers on fire. There was nobody on the West Side Highway after 
the second plane, just us and the police following each other down. We went straight 
through all the way down. We parked the ambulance with a lot of other ambulances on 
Vessey Street and West. We basically started grabbing equipment and helping out people 
who were running out from the building originally. At that time it was just chaos, 
everybody going everywhere. We were helping any way we could. A lot of people 
wanted to help. At that time, I don’t know what time it was, we heard across the radio the 
tower’s gonna fall, the tower’s gonna fall. 


Q: You heard that on the radio? 
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A: Oh yeah, it came across. And then all of a sudden, when you looked up, 
you froze for a couple of seconds, you saw these little pieces falling off. Then all of a 
sudden, everyone started to run. Then, you started to run, your helping people, helping 
them run. You saw it, it was amazing...like out of a movie, you know, the cloud’s just 
chasing you. As you look back, you see it engulf people. After that was over, we all 
went back in. 

Q: Do you know about how far up you got before you went back? 

A It had to have been a couple blocks. We also brought the ambulance too. 

Q: Oh, you took the ambulance with you? 

A When we went back, and then we just started helping people. Everyone 
was covered in dust, everyone was breathing it in, we were trying to help them, cleaning 
them off, anybody injured. Basically at that point it was just a whole mess of people: a 
lot of EMS, a lot of Fire, a lot of Police, just everybody helping everybody, trying to do 
whatever you could, as much as you could in a fast amount of time. Mostly we were 
cleaning off the dust from your eyes and face. A couple of people needed to be 
transported, so we designated the busses to transport. Basically it was everybody trying 
to work together, get it together, cause it was chaotic too. And then, it felt like ten 
minutes, the other building fell. I read in the paper the next day that it was actually 
something like 30 minutes later that it fell. When that one fell everybody ran again. 

Q: You must have been right next to it then when that one came down, right? 


Cause that was the North Tower that came down second. 
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A: We were close, but when we ran, we ran enough fast enough, that we 
weren’t as overcome as other people. We got out. But we still got covered. Then when 
the other tower had fallen, it felt like ten minutes, but it was like you said, a half an hour. 
Everybody ran again, then there was a gas leak they said, they pushed everybody way 
back to 23". So you had all these units, all these rescue people stationed at 23™ street, 
and you couldn’t do anything. That was the most frustrating part, cause you were there, 
and you were helping everybody but you couldn’t go back to go get them. So you had to 
just sit there, cause those we our orders. We had to just sit there. Which was smart cause 
it was such an unsafe scene. That was basically it, we sat there for a couple of hours, 
everybody, not knowing what to do or how to help. Then eventually we started getting 
different assignments. Then they sent us home, we spent the night at ---they set up 
quarters at the hospital, cause you couldn’t go home. There were cars everywhere and 
they blocked you in. So me and my partner actually slept at the hospital in the dialysis 
unit that night. Then we came back, went back down, did a couple tours down there. It 
felt like we were actually doing something, helping when we went back down. It 
changed my life you know? I’ve only been on the job six months, and I saw something 
like that. 

Q: You won’t see something like that again. 


A: I hope not. That’s pretty much what happened that day. 
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Q: Anything else you want to add to it? Go down into the history? 
Anything? 

A: It changed my life. I’m like, ready to get married and have kids. I don’t 
know what’s gonna happen. I’m too young though, I’m 23. 

Q: Okay Pete, thanks for the interview. We’ll conclude the interview at 6:41. 


A: Thank you. 


